Journaling to Communicate
Science and Excitement




You are already an expert
sclence communicator.



You are already excited
about PolarTREC.



Thank you.
Questions?



Science Communication will differ

from Science Teaching




Knowing the
Science

Understanding
of the Audience

Science
Communication
Opportunity

Skills and techniques

Adapted from NPS Interpretation Curriculum



Know your Audience...




A 2009 survey revealed that 65
% of Americans cannot name a
living scientist. Another 18 %
try but get it wrong.

That’s 83 % who don’t know a
living scientist by name

http://newvoicesforresearch.blogspot.com/2009/07/can-you-
name-living-scientist.ntml)




The Six Americas Audience Segments

Alarmed Concerned Cautious Disengaged  Doubtful Dismissive
© ©
n=1,058

-
ngh&st Belief in Global Warming Lowest Belief in Global Warming

Most Concerned Least Concerned

Most Motivated Least Motivated

Proportion represented by area

Source: Yale / George Mason University



Terms that have different meanings for scientists and the public

Scientific term Public meaning Better choice
enhance
aerosol
positive trend
positive feedback
theory
uncertainty
error
bias
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Terms that have different meanings for scientists and the public

Scientific term
enhance
aerosol

positive trend
positive feedback

theory
uncertainty

Public meaning
improve
spray can
good trend
good response, praise
hunch, speculation
ignorance
mistake, wrong, incorrect
distortion, political motive
indication, astrological sign
ethics, monetary value
illicit tampering
devious plot
abnormal occurrence

Better choice
intensify, increase
tiny atmospheric particle
upward trend
vicious cycle, self-reinforcing cycle
scientific understanding
range
difference from exact true number
offset from an observation
plus or minus sign
numbers, quantity
scientific data processing
systematic plan
change from long-term average



What do | do with my
PolarTREC Journal??



Types of Journaling
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Your perspective will guide your journaling through the
experience and help keep you focused.



Important Field Journalists

Adventurer Naturalist Scientist

Observer Teacher Conservationist



Communicating Science

“That is what | most want to convey to students
via a teacher: the important science issues and
why we study them, how our field activities
vield answers to those science questions, and
how to interpret and apply results.”




“It's so nice to know that there
has been a connection made
through the journals. It's easy to
feel as if no one is reading them.”



