
Frontier Scientists: Sharing the Arctic's Newest Discoveries 
 

 “This is not what we expected” said Julie Brigham-Grette in video 

describing work at Lake El’gygytgyn. 
 

Fairbanks, Alaska, July 10, 2012— “To this point no one has much of any terrestrial 

record anywhere in the Arctic older than 125,000 years ago” said Julie Brigham-Grette, 

University of Massachusetts Amherst as she describes findings from the Lake 

El’gygytgyn (or Lake E) project to Office of Polar Programs Board Meeting at the 

National Science Foundation. 

 

Brigham-Grette along with Martin Melles, University of Cologne Germany and Pavel 

Minyuk, North-East Interdisciplinary Scientific Research Institute in Magadan, Russia, 

undertook the core drilling of Lake E, a lake that sits today inside a basin formed by a 

meteorite that struck the earth 3.6 million years ago. From their findings so far Brigham-

Grette confidently said, “This is not a back water lake in the middle of nowhere—it’s 

actually a lake that is recording a global signal.” 

 

Science magazine published 2.8 Million Years of Arctic Climate Change from Lake 

El’gygytgyn, NE Russia (Science online 21 June 2012, in print July 13) describing some 

of the team’s findings. But watch the video JBG Describes Research at Lake E to see and 

hear the enthusiasm and details as Brigham-Grette describes the findings of this 

remarkable discovery. [http://frontierscientists.com/projects/where-is-lake-

el%E2%80%99gygytgyn/] 

 

  

 

  

 

  


