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What is PolarTREC?

PolarTREC is a professional development experience in
which K-12 teachers are paired with researchers in

authentic polar research experiences.

In the next three years 36 teachers from around the United
States will join scientists in the Arctic and Antarctic in

celebration of the International Polar Year!

www.polartrec.com
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Goal of the project:
Conduct transects over the eastern Bering
Sea to measure the productivity and
health of the marine ecosystem.

Dates:
7 April - 14 May 2007

Location:
Aboard the US Coast Guard Cutter Healy,

in the Bering Sea

Phytoplankton from the Bering Sea.
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Can you see the seasonal changes in sea-ice cover?
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The US Coast Guard Cutter Healy
• 420 Feet long, longer
than a football field!

• Home port: Seattle, WA

• Can break through ice
up to 7 feet thick!



USCGC Healy
Breaking Ice



Life onboard the USCGC Healy

Robyn, Maggie, and the scientists
cook a delicious meal for the crew.



  Steep Stairs!  Berth (bedroom)



Movie Nights!



Safety



More Science!
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View of beluga whales
from the helicopter.
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Healy Cruise - Animal CountHealy Cruise - Animal Count

• 125 Bearded seals
• 7 ribbon seals
• 37 ringed seals
• 113 spotted seals
• 226 walrus
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Polar BearsPolar Bears
Can you find the

Polar Bear?
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Common
Murre Sea BirdsSea Birds

Spectacled Eider

Laysan Albatross

Northern Fulmar
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Zooplankton
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Preparations & Safety

CamouflageCamouflage



Get to the Ice

Make a Plan!



Sneak up on them...
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More Seal Research

Scat

monitor

Blood
Test



Success!



Styrofoam
Experiment

Before

After being 2700 meters deep in the
Bering Sea!
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Look at
how deep
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Stay tuned!Stay tuned!

Upcoming Live from IPY eventsUpcoming Live from IPY events
from expeditions around the world!from expeditions around the world!

Live from Summit, Greenland:

22 May - 8:00 a.m. ADT

(9:00 a.m. PDT; 10:00 a.m. MDT; 11:00
a.m. CDT;12:00 p.m. EDT).

1 June - 8:00 a.m. ADT

(9:00 a.m. PDT; 10:00 a.m. MDT; 11:00
a.m. CDT;12:00 p.m. EDT).



Thank You!

If you have further questions,
please contact us at

info@polartrec.com or call
1-907-474-1600

Check out www.polartrec.com
to see more pictures and keep

posted on upcoming events!




